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prepared for the onslaught of * General Winter', who had
proved a valuable ally of the Russians in a previous in-
vasion, that of Napoleon.

Meanwhile, the war became world-wide, for the
Japanese, thinking this to be the most favourable moment
to come in, while all possible help from Britain and
America was being diverted to Russia, suddenly in the
Far East struck blow after blow at the American, British
and Dutch colonial possessions, most of which they were
able to seize and occupy. This, of course, brought the
U.S.A. and most of the South American States decisively
into the war against the Axis powers, and the outcome of
the struggle now turned on the question whether the
Germans and Japanese could hold on to their vast terri-
torial gains long enough to exploit them effectively before
the_ industrial strength and manpower of the combined
British dominions, Russia, China and the Americas tipped
the balance in the opposite direction.

QUESTIONS AND  EXERCISES

1.  What were the main causes of the First and the Second
Great Wars?

2.  What useful work has been accomplished by the League
of Nations?   (Look up *The League of Nations* in a book of
reference, and find out more about its work.)

3.  Mention some of the advantages and some of the disad-
vantages of being governed by a Dictator.

*4. Why did die U.S.A. help the British Empire in the two
Great Wars?